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taking place in Europe had never before occurred in his-
tory. The Allies were victorious. They had defeated Na-
poleon in Russia, in Germany, and in Spain. They had
forced him to retreat across the Rhine, to restore Spain to
her King, and to free the Pope. They had invaded France
and were marching on Paris. But, as their victories in-
creased, they became more and more fearful. Each victory
overthrew one of the despotisms Napoleon had created. By
the beginning of 1814, the Duchy of Warsaw, the Confedera-
tion of the Rhine, the Kingdom of Westphalia had dis-
appeared* In Switzerland the mediation government was
breathing its last. In Italy the Revolution was collapsing
under the blows of Austria and of Murat. Murat had
occupied Rome and Tuscany for the Coalition and was
marching on northern Italy, where Eug&ne de Beauharnais,
the viceroy, was offering what resistance he could to the
Austrians. But, as each despotism was overthrown, it left a
country without government, and the Allies had to substi-
tute the "central department" and the "governor generals"
which they had cheated in October, 1813. These regimes
were provisional regimes under military supervision and
were regulated with gross severity. As the armies advanced
toward France and Paris from north, south, and east, the
void which they left behind became larger and larger.
They created an immense desert of countries without
governments, where, in spite of the military occupation
and partly on account of it, seethed the revolutionary fer-
ment which had been created by the Napoleonic regime
and then suppressed by it; and where the apocalyptic
horrors of famine, pestilence, and war took hold of im-
aginations with the speed and violence of a deadly epi-
demic. What if the provisional military governments
throughout this immense waste haunted by ghosts should
collapse, dragging with them the armies of occupation?
Speed was needed to finish the war, even if that meant an
alliance with Murat and an attempt to corrupt Beau-
harnais. Forward was the cry! They were trying to gain a